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Lecture 10  The muscular system II

General Aspects of Muscle Anatomy 
Muscles of the facial expression, head and neck 

Outcomes: 

1.Describe the relationship of muscle fibers to connective tissues in a muscle;  
2.Explain how muscles act in groups to govern the movements of a joint; 
3.Name and locate the muscles that produce facial expressions, the muscles used for 

chewing and swallowing; the neck muscles that move the head; and Identify the 
attachments, action of these muscles.  

Muscles are either axial muscles or appendicular. The axial muscles are grouped 
based on location, function, or both. Some axial muscles cross over to the 
appendicular skeleton. The muscles of the head and neck are all axial. The muscles in 
the face create facial expression by inserting into the skin rather than onto bone. 
Muscles that move the eyeballs are extrinsic, meaning they originate outside of the 
eye and insert onto it. Tongue muscles are both extrinsic and intrinsic. The 
genioglossus depresses the tongue and moves it anteriorly; the styloglossus lifts the 
tongue and retracts it; the palatoglossus elevates the back of the tongue; and the 
hyoglossus depresses and flattens it. The muscles of the anterior neck facilitate 
swallowing and speech, stabilize the hyoid bone and position the larynx. The muscles 
of the neck stabilize and move the head. The sternocleidomastoid divides the neck 
into anterior and posterior triangles.. 

Review questions 
1.Identity the muscles of from model or diagram: Buccinator, Depressor anguli oris  
2.Why are the muscles of the face different from typical skeletal muscle? 
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